I ACT: Energy transition for climate action
A dialogue between Italy and Japan on empowering youth and local communities to foster global change

Embassy of Italy in Tokyo – Design Hall
19 February 2026 – 16:30 to 18:15 (JST)
Languages: English

ABSTRACT

This event brings together Italian and Japanese institutions, experts, and climate advocates to discuss how well-designed climate and energy policies empowering local communities can accelerate the transition towards more sustainable models of energy production and consumption. It will also highlight the essential contribution of youth and community-driven initiatives—such as renewable energy communities and zero-waste programmes—in advancing climate and energy sustainability at both local and global level.

The workshop will further explore the role of environmental education for younger generations as a driver of a just and inclusive energy transition. The I ACT (Italy–IRENA Action for Climate Toolkit) initiative—a peer-to-peer training programme on climate and environmental issues jointly developed by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI) and the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)—will be presented, offering valuable insights into the energy transition and the transformative power of youth-led climate action for a more sustainable future for all.

PROGRAM

16.30-16.35 Opening Remarks and Welcome 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Speaker TBC, the Economic and Commercial Office at Embassy of Italy to Japan

16.35-16.55 Keynote Speeches
Ms. Irada MEHDIYEVA, Italy –IRENA Action for Climate Toolkit (I ACT) (20’)
(What is the I ACT Initiative / Introduction to Climate and Renewable Energy / Renewable Energy for Climate Action) 

16.55-18.05 Panel  Discussion – Empowering youth and local communities for a sustainable, climate-conscious energy future
Moderator: Japan Climate Initiative
[bookmark: _Hlk215504098]Mr. Rossano ERCOLINI, Zero Waste Italy
[bookmark: _Hlk215504104]Ms. Akira SAKANO, Zero Waste Japan
[bookmark: _Hlk215504182]Ms. Luna Serigano, Japan Youth Summit
Italian Counterpart (Italian Climate Network?)
Emilia Romagna Region on Renewable Energy Communities
Japanese Counterpart for Italian Renewable Energy Communities
Q&A

18.05-18.15 Conclusions and Closing Remarks
Ms. Irada Mehdiyeva, Italy –IRENA Action for Climate Toolkit (I ACT)
(Youth-Led Action for Climate Change and Energy Transition)




